Bengals decline to trade 
Z unhappy Ross before deadline 
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The scene at Creekside Elementary in Fairfield soon after the polls opened Tuesday. People were lined up to vote more than half an hour before the 6:30 a.m. 
opening. Ohio Secretary of State Frank LaRose predicted more ballots could be cast than in any other election in state history. LIZ DUFOUR/THE ENQUIRER 


Ohio’s last election with 
gerrymandered maps? 


Randy Ludlow and Anna Staver 
Columbus Dispatch | USA TODAY NETWORK 


With Republicans jury-rigged into a dozen mostly 
safe districts and Democrats packed into four going 
into Tuesday’s election, not a single seat in the U.S. 
House of Representatives flipped during the past nine 
years in Ohio. 

Republicans also continued their decade-plus hold 
on supermajorities in both chambers of the Ohio Gen- 
eral Assembly, their number of seats out of proportion 
to their statewide share of the vote. 

Tuesday’s election was supposedly the last staged 
under some of the most gerrymandered political 
boundaries in the nation - lines deliberately drawn in 
201 to reinforce the reign of the ruling Republicans 
over state politics. 

Guided by 2020 census figures, two constitutional 


See GERRYMANDER, Page 3A 


Democratic candidate for 
president and former Vice 
President Joe Biden at a 
campaign stop Tuesday in 
Wilmington, Del. ap 


President Donald Trump 
visits his campaign 
headquarters Tuesday in 
Arlington, Va. 
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In addition to latest voting results at 
Cincinnati.com, The Enquirer is 
offering a call-in line: 513-207-4795. 


Inside: More election coverage. 
USA TODAY, 1B 


Plenty of angst, but few 
problems at polls locally 


Amber Hunt Cincinnati Enquirer | USA TODAY NETWORK 


For all the hand-wringing leading up to Tuesday’s 
elections, voting was largely business as usual - even 
if the tension accompanying it felt like anything but. 

As of press time, voting locations across the region 
reported large turnouts, but few issues, most of which 
were minor and short-lived. 

Ohio Secretary of State Frank LaRose predicted 
more ballots could be cast than in any other election in 
state history. 

“There’s a chance we're going to have a record- 
breaking day,” LaRose said late Tuesday. 

While most polling places reported little or no prob- 
lems, there were exceptions: 

eIn Milford, an elevator at Milford’s City Hall 
stopped working in the morning, so officials reopened 
a stairway that had been locked to avoid clusters of 


See VOTING, Page 4A 


Region’s coronavirus hospitalizations at record levels 


Anne Saker 
Cincinnati Enquirer 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


In his last rallies of the 2020 campaign, President 
Donald Trump predicted the coronavirus would disap- 
pear from the national agenda the day after the general 
election. 

But Dr. Dustin Calhoun of UC Health has been 
watching the numbers, and he doesn’t see the patho- 


gen disappearing today — or any time soon. 

With case counts, hospitalizations and infection 
rates rising to all-time highs, “the overall picture still is 
very concerning and worsening, and it’s foolhardy to 
take too much stock in any one number,” said Calhoun, 
who is leading the region’s emergency response to the 
pandemic and also an emergency department doctor 
at the University of Cincinnati Medical Center. 

The Health Collaborative, the trade group for the re- 
gion’s hospitals, has been publishing a five-day-a- 


week data report on the pandemic, which on Tuesday 
found hospitalizations at record levels in the 14-county 
region. Calhoun said hospitals remain busy, but still 
have room. 

While local officials are keeping Downtown’s Duke 
Energy Convention Center in mind to ease potential 
crowding, Calhoun said there was no need as yet to 
prepare the site to take patients. 


See CORONAVIRUS, Page 5A 
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Political parties marshal legal teams in 
case voting doesn’t settle contest. 1B 


Eastgate Mall owner bankrupt 


Mall stays open as CBL Properties goes 
through proceedings. Business, 3B 


Weather 


High 67° I Low 41° 
Mostly sunny. 
Forecast, 2A 
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